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Philadelphia nev;s media on January 19, 1969, carried 
information that the Reverend JAMES BEVEL, Southern Christian 
Leadershin Council of Philadelphia, Pa., sent a telcfiram to 
JAMES EARL RAY statinp; RAY did not kill Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING and BEVEL, who was present at KING'S death, offered to 
testify in RAY * s behalf. ^ 

On January 19, 1969, BEVEL appeared on V/CAU-TV , 
Philadelphia, special nev;s program durinr^ the half-time of 
the National Football Lear.ue All-Star Game, statinp, that he 
had evidence that JAMES EARL RAY did not kill MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, %JR. BEVEL refused to divulf^e his evidentiary information 
but offered to defend RAY in court thoup,h he (BEVEL) was not a 
licensed attorney, but was learned in the law and had had much 
experience in defendinr, cases in the courts* BEVEL said he 
analized all the facts and concluded RAY was not r,uilty. 

BEVEL said he was soeakint^ for his friends in SCLC 
including the Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY. 

The television interview said that an unnamed 
official of the SCLC in Atlanta, Ga. , had told V/CAU-TV that 
BEVEL has been under pressure and was speaking for himself, 
not SCLC. 

The following is a verbatim tape transcription of 
the KYW Television news, 11 p.m. , January 19 , 1969 : 

Eleven o'clock report in color with BERT ROSELL 
and the eyewitness news team. 

ROSELL: Good evening. There is a bizarre twist of 

events today in the case of JAMES EARL RAY. 

RAY is accused of killing Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., and goes on trial in Memphis, Tenn., 

March 3. The Reverend vTAMES BEVEL is Director of f/on-violent 
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Education and Direction Action for the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC). He was with KING when the 
civil rights leader was gunned down. BEVEL says that RAY 
IS innocent and has offered to serve as RAY's attornev, free 
of charge. I talked to BEVEL this afternoon at his Phila- 
delphia headquarters. 



ROSELL; 



BEVEL: 



Reverend, how do you know that he is not 
guilty? 



Well, in terms of gathering evidence, being 
present, studying the v;hole problem of men 
being murdered, 4iow it is done, from 
all the logical conclusion and evidence that I have gathered 
my conclusion, based on the knowledge, in terms v;e built it 
to experience, knowledge to the sense that the five senses 

RAv sense, my conclusion is that JAMES EARL 

RAY did not kill Dr. KING. 



ROSELL: 



BEVEL: 



^bat evidence do you have to support your 
conclusions that JAMES EARL RAY is innocent? 



'''•'ell, I would not like to get into my 
evidence and my information in terms of 
;,na T I.- V that because if he asks me to take the case, 
and I don’t know whether he will or not, for me to pive 
that information now would not be to his advantage.'’ 



ROSELL: 



BEVEL: 



Why have you held back this long in offering 
your services and proclaiming the innocence 
of JAMES EARL RAY? 



Well, I don’t know, probably because I 
have never (pause) I was involved in 
developing as I am now, because I was in 
a movement here in Philadelphia and I just haven’t thought 
in terms of offering this free kind of service to him. 

When I started thinking about this particular predicament, 
then I thought about 
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The followinf; is an interview of Reverend JAMES 
BEVEL by JAY SILVA, over television station WCAU , Philadelphia. 
This is the local CBS affiliate. The announcer was ROU 
MILLER. The person interviewini; BEVEL v;as JAY SILVA. 

MILLER: Reverend JAMES BEVEL of the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference (SCLC) says he will keep 
the evidence he has which he says would prove 
that JAMES EARL RAY did not assassinate Dr. MARTIM LUTHER KINC, if 
RAY does not accept BEVEL* s offer of lep.al representation. 

Reverend BEVEL sent a telej^ram to RAY yesterday offerinF, to 
represent him in court without rh fee. The telegram added, 

**I was present on April 4th at the Lorraine Motel when Dr. 

KING died. You have been accused of mureJerinj; him; of course, 

I know you aren’t guilty.” Today, newsman JAY SILVA asked 
Reverend BEVEL about the proof he says he has concerning; 

RAY*s innocence. 

BEVEL: Humber one, based on the evidence that I have in 

terms of the incident that took place and based 
on the opinion of all of my friends, I don't 
have a friend that I know that thinks that he did it. I thouf^ht 
(inaudible) that the man is not p,uilty and have come to my 
conclusions, and based on my evidence. 

SILVA: What specifically is the evidence that leads you 

to this conclusion? 

BEVEL: At this time, I don't want to tell about that 

because if I was ^oin^ to defend him, you see, then 
I would have to present that information to the 
jury. So, I would not go into the details of my evidence at this 
time because I would have to deal with that with the jury. 

SILVA: You say that you have specific evidence that shows 

JAMES EARL RAY was not the, man who murdered MARTIN 
LIJTIIER KING. 

BEVEL: Mhm. 

SILVA: Then, do vou have any idea who did, that shows 

JAMES EARL RAY was not the man who murdered MARTIN 
LUTHER KING? 
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BEVEL 

SILVA 

BEVEL 



Mhm. 



Well then, do you have any idea who did? 



Now, I am not a district attornev T 1 - .-k 

responsibility of the di.:+r.i„+- 
out who killed neonle attorney to find 

of the defense attorney to prove that^2^ responsibility 

;!uilty. So that, in the way court, not 

responsibility of the defense ati-o^nl^ never the 

someone. It L his job to defe^tu ^ ''^o did kill 

that they are not t^uilty. ^ parson who has been accused, 

i„°; iiif -p-out 

o«es coJr? forjKMsrr- ' ”*"‘'1='' 

in court quite a hi? and ? hi »oon 

The other thin2 is tha^l' dS VIo!;";he'’Sw!°‘’ 

back°!hirSfoI5a?iirfIrso llnB^'' 

hi"my"s:rvL:r- Noi""?II °”orin, 

corn • Tou bind infl™;tioI iolethlr^??" "»er 

conclusions. The first I said he come to 

"thing I said, he needs a unod i ^ not guilty. The next 

that the country can affo?d.^ Ajd^'^jf lawyer 

lawyer who has knowledee enough ^ means a 

the law. He needs a lawyer that can^co ^nd who knows 

IS not guilty. And that^s why I of fe^^d'^h"'"® ^® 

I was interested in his having the k'^ services, because 

maximum amount of knowledge in law a ? lawyer with the 

Dury, because the jury and tie oo ^®^°ce the 

resigned the motioi tharthl has 

waiting to have a lynching party with^i^^'^ they are just 

very difficult at this point conR-ia^^-^^'"’ '^"ow. It is 

-bt to or. Ki«o t,.,t“ri"je";r,‘::jr?o'b\%rrjirr\r"?!^- 

SILVA: no you yourself on this issue’ 



BEVEL: 



cases. 

SILVA: 



BEVEL: 
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BEVEL: For my friends? Ah, yes, my friends, RUTH 

BASCOMBE, BEVERLY ERIC, REVEREND SHEPPARD, 

DU BRADY, REVEREND ABERNATJIY, MRS. ABEimTHY, 

MRS. KINC, ANDY YOUNC. 

SILVA: Do you say Reverend ABERNATHY ar^rees v;ith you? 

You said your friends come to the same conclusion 
as you have. 



BEVEL: I don't have any friends who ever told me that 

EARL RAY was p.uilty. 



SILVA: So, inasfar as you )^now, Reverend ADEPJJATHY 

agrees with you. 

BEVEL: Certainly, in terms of his position on him and I 

just talked to BERNARD LOVIER who is pur Program 
Director and I pointed out that if RAY would give 
me the case, he would help me to do a lot of the research and 
defend him. 

MILLER: In Atlanta, Georgia, a spokesman for the Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference said he. Reverend 
BEVEL, has been under a lot of pressure recently. 
Since Dr. KING'S death he has gone into a deep depression 
and if he sent the telegram, he is speaking for himself. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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